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2012-2013 EXPENDITURE BUDGET 

 
THE GOVERNMENT ADOPTS A STRICT DISCIPLINE BY LIMITING THE GROWTH OF 

PROGRAM SPENDING TO 2.0% IN 2011-2012 AND 2012-2013 
 
 

QUÉBEC, March 20, 2012 −  The Minister responsible for Government Administration and 
Chair of the Conseil du trésor, Michelle Courchesne, announced that the growth of program 
spending is limited to 2.0% in 2011-12, a historically low rate that results from the efforts made 
by all government departments and bodies.  

“Our government is on the path of budgetary rigour while responding to new needs considered 
a priority by the population. We follow a strict discipline to consolidate public finances and 
ensure the appropriate financing of services to the population. In addition to reaching our 
budgetary goals, our choices make it possible to introduce a long-lasting, real culture of 
expenditure control”, explained the Chair of the Conseil du trésor. 

Confirmed efficiency of the Action Plan to Reduce and Control Government 
Expenditures  
 
At the end of the second year of the four-year Plan, the results reach the objectives set. The 
cumulative effort to reduce the growth of program spending is established at 2.6 billion dollars, 
i.e. half the initial objective of 5.2 billion dollars set for 2013-2014. The sum represents an 
expenditure reduction of 375 millions more than that anticipated in the 2010-2011 budget. 
 
2012-2013 budget: health, education and families at the heart of priorities  
 
In 2012-2013, the program expenditure budget allocated to the ministère de la Santé et des 
Services sociaux is 30 121 million  dollars, i.e. an increase of 3.4% over 2011-2012, to which 
is added the contribution of the Fund to Finance Health and Social Services Institutions 
(FINESSS), estimated at 1 005 million dollars. The total growth of 4.7% over 2011-2012 will 
finance system costs related to the ageing population, investments for troubled youths, 
cardiology, neonatology and cancer. It will also finance the deployment of family medicine 
groups and the increase in volume of surgical services. The average annual growth rate of the 
health and social services budget since 2009-2010 is about 5%.   

The budget of the ministère de l’Éducation, du Loisir et du Sport increases by 2.2% to reach 
15 976 million dollars in 2012-2013, i.e. 342 million more than the preceding year. That budget 
will finance the strategy aimed at perseverance and academic success, the actions concerning 
the implementation of intensive English in grade 6, l’École 2.0 : La classe branchée, La culture 
du sport à l’école secondaire publique program and the Placements Universités initiative. 

Support for the family and seniors is also maintained. The budget of the ministère de la 
Famille et des Aînés increases by 1.6% to reach 2 451 million dollars, to finance new places in 
reduced-contribution childcare services and the implementation of new measures for seniors, 
particularly measures stemming from the Vieillir chez soi policy. 
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The government also continues its investments in the maintenance and renewal of public 
infrastructures. The 2011-2016 Québec Infrastructure Plan makes provisions for investments 
of 44.2 billion dollars, a level compatible with the target announced in the previous budget. Of 
those investments, 66% will be devoted to keeping our infrastructures in good order and the 
elimination of their maintenance deficit. 

Overall, the expenditure budget of other departments is decreased by 123 million dollars, i.e. 
0.9%. The decrease is the result of the effects of the economic measures in the 2010-2014 
Action Plan to Reduce and Control Government Expenditures. 

“The expenditure budgets tabled today shows more than ever our determination to reach fiscal 
balance as soon as next year. The government has once more reached its expenditure 
reduction targets without compromising the quality of services provided to the population. Our 
goal is to maintain the growth rate at 2.0% for 2012-2013, which places Québec among the 
leaders in Canada in expenditure control”, the Minister concluded.  
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