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2016-2017 Expenditure Budget 

 
“We have put Québec’s financial house in order” 

     – Sam Hamad
 

 
Québec, March 17, 2016 – “The 2016-2017 Expenditure Budget put before the National 
Assembly today confirms that we have fulfilled our commitment to balance the budget. 
Accordingly, we can now achieve the leeway to invest in Québec’s public services and 
infrastructures,” reported Sam Hamad, Minister responsible for Government Administration 
and Ongoing Program Review, Chair of the Conseil du trésor and Minister for the Capitale-
Nationale region.  
 
The Government has met its targets for expenditure growth for a second straight year, for 
the first time in 20 years. In 2014-2015 and 2015-2016, the Government limited program 
spending growth to 1.6% and 1.7% respectively. It is now returning to higher growth rates: 
2.7% in 2016-2017, and subsequently 2.8%.  
 
An ongoing effort 
 
As soon as it took office, the Government initiated a sweeping change of culture, launching 
an ongoing review of its programs and structures. A departmental committee chaired by 
the Premier and the Bureau de la révision permanente des programmes were set up to 
ensure a permanent review process. 
 
The Government will also maintain its efforts to provide for better management of and 
tighter control over staffing. The Government’s payroll accounts for 60% of program 
spending, or $39 billion a year. In 2015-2016, the number of full-time equivalent (FTE) 
employees declined by 7,158. Prior years saw an annual average increase of 5,000 FTEs. 
 
With respect to its workforce, the Government is also striving to reduce recourse to outside 
consultants, and strengthen internal expertise. As a result, Québec’s Centre de services 
partagés has reduced its use of outside expertise by 35%.  
 
Another priority is information technology, which, for the Government, is a key fulcrum for 
change and innovation. This is why the Government is pursuing its efforts to institute 
permanent mechanisms to provide for better planning, pinpoint the needs of public bodies, 
enable better control of projects, and nurture greater expertise within its ranks. 
 
The Government will continue to fine-tune its methods so as to improve its performance 
and better manage how resources are allocated. “Taxpayers expect their tax money to go 
to the right place. Every penny must be invested in meeting citizens’ needs. They work hard 
for their money, so we have to make smart choices that will benefit them,” declared the 
Chair of the Conseil du trésor. 
 
 
 
 



Investing in the priorities 
 
From 2016 to 2026, investments in the order of $88.7 billion will go into the Québec 
Infrastructure Plan, up $300 million from the previous plan. Additional funds have been 
earmarked to renovate primary and secondary schools, among other projects.  
 
“We have put Québec’s financial house in order, and we are now in a position to make 
choices. This is critical for taxpayers and it cannot be accomplished if we keep running up 
the credit card bill. Our government has taken the necessary steps to be able to make 
investments that match Quebecers’ priorities,” noted Minister Hamad. 
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