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Québec, March 26, 2015  – The Minister responsible for Government Administration and 
Ongoing Program Review and Chair of the Conseil du trésor, Martin Coiteux, today tabled the 
2015-2025 Québec Infrastructure Plan, with total investments of $88.4 billion.  

“Responsible management of the public purse must also extend to infrastructure investments,” 
said Minister Coiteux. “Québec has important choices to make. Although investments are 
urgently needed to maintain the safety and quality of our aging buildings, schools and roads, we 
must not lose sight of the need for new infrastructures,” he affirmed. 

A stable investment plan  
Just as in many other jurisdictions around the world, most of Québec's public infrastructures 
were built between 1960 and 1980, fuelling economic development in every region of the 
province. Throughout the 1990s, the Government changed its budget orientations, and 
investments in public infrastructure were reduced considerably. This led to a period of chronic 
under-investment that lasted until the early 2000s, followed by a necessary catch-up phase 
beginning in 2007-2008, which is still in progress. 

With this in mind, the Government is adopting an even more disciplined approach to project 
selection while finding innovative ways to finance major projects. The challenge now is to 
create a stable plan for government investments that will allow us to meet our top priorities in 
maintaining the safety of our assets, while also investing in new public infrastructures and in 
economic development. 

A plan that supports economic development  
The investments forecast under the 2015-2025 Québec Infrastructure Plan constitute a 
powerful stimulus for economic development. With investments of $88.4 billion, the 2015-2025 
Québec Infrastructure Plan lends support to the Government’s economic development plan in 
all regions of Québec. In 2015-2016 alone, the Government will invest $9.9 billion, which will 
help create or maintain approximately 56,000 jobs, including more than 30,000 direct jobs. 
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First and foremost, this plan aims to keep public infrastructures in good condition and guard 
against their obsolescence, so Quebecers can access them safely. It will finally make it 
possible to build new infrastructures and improve the offer of government services with projects 
selected based on merit and that contribute to Québec’s economic development. 

“More than ever, the Government must make choices, prioritize projects based on clear 
orientations and find new ways to finance our major public infrastructure projects. The 
Government has therefore entered into an agreement with the Caisse de dépôt et placement 
du Québec whereby the latter will carry out certain public transportation infrastructure projects. 
This will allow the Government to maintain some flexibility in the budget for other infrastructure 
projects throughout Québec,” said Minister Coiteux.  

A better portrait of infrastructures and their cond ition  
The appraisal of investment needs must be based on in-depth knowledge of the condition of 
infrastructures in order to determine the priorities for action and to evaluate the pace of the 
required investments or interventions. 

For the first time this year, the Government is presenting the 2015–2016 Annual Management 
Plans for Public Infrastructure Investments, which is an unprecedented exercise in 
transparency. These plans, which will be appended to the expenditure budget every year, 
present an initial portrait of the public infrastructure stock, including an assessment of their 
condition and their asset maintenance deficit. Ultimately, they will provide another tool that will 
help the Government prioritize its asset maintenance and infrastructure replacement 
investments. 

“We want citizens to know the condition of Québec's public assets. After all, these assets 
belong to them, since they are financed with their tax dollars. Let us take advantage of the 
newly balanced budget to develop a long-term vision for public infrastructures—one that 
includes responsible, regular and balanced investments. We must avoid repeating history and 
ensure stable, adequate investments that will enable Québec to have quality infrastructures in 
good condition and at the same time stimulate the economy. Together, we will put Québec on 
the road to prosperity,” concluded Minister Coiteux.  
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