
Gouvernement du Québec
Cabinet de la présidente du Conseil du trésor
Ministre responsable de l’Administration gouvernementale

Édifice J
885, Grande Allée Est, 4e étage
Québec (Québec)  G1R 6C2
Téléphone : (418) 643-5926
Télécopieur : (418) 643-7824

NEWS RELEASE 2 of 4
Immediate release

CNW – CODE 01
Hebdos

2006-2007 Expenditure Budget

UPGRADING AND PRESERVING OUR INFRASTRUCTURES

Québec City, Thursday, March 23, 2006 – “We will pursue and step up our
policy on ensuring the maintenance of government assets, which is one of the
major reforms our government has introduced in an area where delays have
become critical,” said Chair of the Conseil du trésor and Minister responsible for
Government Administration Monique Jérôme-Forget in tabling the 2006-2007
Expenditure Budget “We will also invest in building new facilities to meet needs
voiced by the public.”

Upgrading our public infrastructures
“Over the past three years our government has made unprecedented
investments in constructing new facilities and restoring public infrastructures,
mainly for health and social services, education, transportation, municipal
affairs, culture and research. I am also proud to state that, for the first time in
Québec, a government is giving priority to asset maintenance,” said the
Minister.

More than $1 billion will be invested in asset maintenance this year, with nearly
$1.2 billion planned in 2007-2008. “As a result of these measures, by
2007-2008 the funds allocated for keeping our infrastructures in good condition
will be almost double what they were in 2002-2003, before we took office,” said
the Chair of the Conseil du trésor.

Major investments in transportation
Keeping its promise, this year the government will invest $1.3 billion in road
infrastructures, or $100 million more than last year. Investment budgets of
$1.4 billion have also been confirmed for both 2007-2008 and 2008-2009 so
that the Ministère des Transports can plan public works with the industry on a
three-year basis.
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Moreover, the government has budgeted a total of almost $1.5 billion in new
investments over the new few years to restore the Montréal Métro and improve
commuter train service. Also, the Minister of Transportation recently
announced construction of the “East Train”, a new 51-kilometre commuter line
between Mascouche and Montréal.

New health and social services infrastructures
Health and social services establishments will be able to undertake priority
projects with the $485 million in new investments allocated for them in
2006-2007. The funds will primarily be used on the construction and renovation
of hospitals and long-term care facilities, improvements to emergency rooms,
and the acquisition of new medical equipment, including radiation oncology
and radiology apparatus.

Funds are also earmarked for homecare projects for seniors losing their
autonomy and for the Health Infoway project aimed at computerizing the health
system. “All new initiatives in health and social services approved over the past
three years add up to more than $2 billion,” said the Minister.

Development projects for education
New projects totalling $302 million will get underway in 2006, in addition to the
$362 million approved in 2004 and 2005 for education, recreation and sports.
They mainly involve converting secondary-school science laboratories as part
of the school reform, updating vocational and technical training programs, and
repairing and expanding various university facilities.

Other major investments
New investments in culture will amount to $58 million in 2006-2007. These
primarily involve heritage preservation and restoration, especially Québec’s
religious legacy which Quebecers particularly value. There is also funding for
cultural facilities. Moreover, $196 million will be invested in scientific projects,
notably through projects funded by the Canada Foundation for Innovation.

Acting responsibly
“We are convinced that we are acting responsibly in spending such large
amounts on our public infrastructures,” said the Chair of the Conseil du trésor.
“Quebecers are proud of their heritage and we consider it necessary to
preserve and improve it, for ourselves as well as for future generations.”

The 2006-2007 Expenditure Budget documents will be published online, after
tabling in the National Assembly, at the Secrétariat du Conseil du trésor
website under Expenditure Budget [www.tresor.gouv.qc.ca/budget].
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