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2006-2007 Expenditure Budget

PROGRESS TOWARDS SOUND,
 RESPONSIBLE MANAGEMENT

Québec City, Thursday, March 23, 2006 – “The expenditure budget I’m
tabling today is consistent with the approach our government has applied since
taking office, namely rigour, discipline and sound management,” said Chair of
the Conseil du trésor and Minister responsible for Government Administration
Monique Jérôme-Forget in tabling the 2006-2007 Expenditure Budget. “The
efforts we have made in the last few years have enabled us to regain control over
public spending while improving public services.”

Controlled growth in spending
Again this year, Québec is doing better than the rest of Canada in the area of
budget control. In fact, in 2005-2006 only Prince Edward Island reported a
lower rate of growth in program spending than Québec’s 2.7%.

In 2006-2007, the government will adhere to its characteristic strict budget
policy and limit the increase in program spending to $1,933 million or 3.9%, for
a total of $50,873 million.

$1.5 billion for pay equity
In addition to the amounts already set aside, an additional $457-million
provision is earmarked for pay equity in fiscal year 2006-2007. This brings the
total in reserve pending a settlement of the issue to over $1.5 billion. “Settling
the pay equity issue is one of our priorities for 2006-2007,” said the Minister.
“We’ve tabled proposals which, annualized, represent an annual adjustment of
$450 million, or the equivalent of 2% of the government’s total payroll. We fully
expect to reach a settlement that is in line with what Quebecers can afford to
pay.
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Investing in priority sectors
An additional $1,303 million is allocated for health and accounts for 67% of the
increase in program spending in 2006-2007. Indeed, the budget for Santé et
des Services sociaux is rising by 6.3%. The Éducation, du Loisir et du Sport
portfolio is also receiving a hefty 5.4% budget increase, or $660 million. The
other departments’ budgets remain relatively stable with a modest overall 0.2%
decline.

Reinvesting in public infrastructures
The government is pursuing and intensifying its efforts at asset maintenance,
particularly in the areas of health and social services, education, and
transportation. Total investments will climb from $706 million in 2004-2005 to
nearly $1.2 billion in 2007-2008. “This responsible policy announced last year
reflects our intention of investing in our heritage and acting now to leave future
generations public infrastructures they can take pride in,” said the Chair of the
Conseil du trésor.

Continuing to modernize the State
The modernization of the State will continue in 2006-2007, notably by
introducing a new framework for managing major public projects, the launch of
Services Québec, further progress in establishing e-government, and the
attainment of new targets in reducing the size of government.

The target set for 2005-2006 has been once again attained with a reduction of
1,110 staff positions. In the fiscal year that begins on April 1, 2006 the
government is on track to a further reduction of 1,211 positions for a
cumulative total of 3,721 since May 2004, or almost 5% of its total staff level.

Facing the future with confidence
“This budget lays the groundwork for attaining new objectives,” said the
Minister. “We can now look to the future with greater confidence in the
knowledge that our spending is in line with what we can afford to pay. By
pursuing our efforts at modernization, particularly by using public-private
partnerships in developing major projects, we will at last benefit from our full
collective potential. More than ever before, we can move forward!”

The 2006-2007 Expenditure Budget documents will be published online, after
tabling in the National Assembly, at the Secrétariat du Conseil du trésor
website under Expenditure Budget [www.tresor.gouv.qc.ca/budget].
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