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2005-2006 Expenditure Budget

HIGHLIGHTS

 Spending is on target for the second consecutive year. Program spending
for 2004-2005 amounts to $46,742 million, or a 3.2% increase.

 Québec’s record in program spending control is better than for most
Canadian provinces (see graph).

 The Government is continuing the turnaround of public finances with growth
in spending pegged at 3.6% for 2005-2006. This rate of increase is below
the average of 4.8% recorded between fiscal 1997-1998 and 2002-2003.

 The priority assigned to reinvesting in health and education is being
maintained.

 The budgets for health and education are increased by 4.1%
($826 million) and 2.7% ($321 million) respectively – enough to cover
the rising cost of services in those sectors.

 The increases for health and education account for nearly 70% of the
total growth in program spending in 2005-2006.

 Since April 2003, the additional funding for health and social services
has reached an unprecedented level, specifically $4 billion, with
$3 billion of that amount strictly for health and social services.
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 The budget for the Ministère de la Santé et des Services sociaux
amounts to $20.9 billion, which represents 43% of all program spending
by the government.

 The budget for the Ministère de l’Éducation, du Loisir et du Sport
amounts to $12.2 billion, which represents over a quarter of all program
spending by the government.

 There are no cuts in programs and services.

 Spending in other portfolios is increased by 0.9%.

 The budget for the Ministère de la Famille, des Aînés et de la Condition
féminine is 9% higher, mainly to complete the network of 200,000
childcare places by March 31, 2006.

 The budget for Affaires municipales et des Régions increases by 8.4%,
in accordance with commitments introduced under the tax pact.

 The budget for the Ministère des Transports rises by 9.2 %, to provide
increased funding of investments in the road system.

 The budget for the Ministère des Ressources naturelles et de la Faune
increases by 3%, including an additional $25 million to follow up on the
recommendations of the Coulombe report on forest management.

 The budget for the Ministère de la Culture et des Communications
increases by 2.5%. This is primarily to maintain the amounts earmarked
for book publishing, literacy and film.

 Substantial amounts are allocated for improving infrastructures.

 Health: $1.2 billion for new infrastructures (chronic care facilities,
emergency rooms, radio-oncology, cardiology, Ste-Justine).

 Education: $362 million for new projects (schools, colleges and
universities, school libraries and information technology).
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 Transport: Record investments to improve the quality of roads and
efficiency of leading strategic transport corridors. Total investments will
grow from $949 million in 2004-2005 to $1.2 billion in 2005-2006, then
$1.3 billion in 2006-2007, and will reach $1.4 billion in 2007-2008.

 Municipal infrastructures: $439 million for water and sewer systems,
plus $216 million for other municipal infrastructure projects.

 Asset maintenance: reaching the standard of 2% of replacement cost
within 3 years.

 Modernization efforts continuing with review to be released shortly.

 Continuing the review of government bodies.

 Reached objectives set for reducing the size of government.

 Goal of 926 FTEs in 2004-2005 reached and actually surpassed with a
reduction of 1,400 FTEs.

 Target for 2005-2006: 1,109 FTEs.

Once tabled in the National Assembly, the 2005-2006 Expenditure Budget
documents will be available online at the Secrétariat du Conseil du trésor
website under Budget de dépenses [www.tresor.gouv.qc.ca/budget].
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