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2005-2006 Expenditure Budget

A BUDGET THAT PREPARES QUÉBEC TODAY FOR THE
CHALLENGES IT WILL FACE TOMORROW

Québec City, Thursday, April 21, 2005 – “Québec faces major challenges in
the years ahead, primarily because of the aging of the population. We have to
take action now so that we can meet our future obligations. This budget includes
key measures intended to start creating tomorrow’s government today.” That
was one of the messages conveyed by Chair of the Conseil du trésor and
Minister responsible for Government Administration Monique Jérôme-Forget
upon tabling the 2005-2006 Expenditure Budget.

Modernizing the State to Improve Services to the Public
“Sound management of public funds requires an in-depth review of the way we
do things. This effort has been underway since the 2004-2007 Modernization
Plan was introduced in May 2004. This year we are continuing that process,
the results of which are increasingly being felt. Moreover, the first assessment
of implementation is now underway and will be released shortly,” said the
Minister.

The Government initiatives covered by the review include the Québec change-of-
address service, the business services portal, the one-stop service centre for
carriers, and the electronic call for tenders system – all in all, new online options
that will greatly improve public services;

According to the Minister, the most important measures have yet to come.
“The creation of Services Québec and the Centre des services administratifs
along with the ongoing review of all government departments and agencies will
make the government more efficient, refocus it on its core missions, achieve
substantial savings, and improve public services.”
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Reinvesting in Public Infrastructures
This budget also enables the Government to take concrete action to halt the
deterioration of public health, social services and education facilities because
for many years not enough was spent on asset maintenance. For this the
Government plans to allocate an annual sum representing 2% of the
replacement cost of these infrastructures for their proper upkeep – a figure in
line with the generally accepted North American standard. Over the next three
years, the Government will spend an additional $525 million on educational
and $430 million on health and social services infrastructures.

The Government also announced record investments in transport to improve
the quality of roads and efficiency of leading strategic transport corridors. The
total investment budget will rise from $949 million 2004-2005 to $1.2 billion in
2005-2006, then $1.3 billion in 2006-2007, and reach a new summit of
$1.4 billion in 2007-2008.

The amount of $439 million is allocated for funding priority water and sewer
system projects over the next three years. The Minister is very concerned
about acting swiftly in this area, where investments are more than necessary.
An additional $216 million is also earmarked for other priority municipal
infrastructure projects.

Towards Smaller Government
“I am pleased to announce that we have reached and even surpassed our
objective for reducing the size of government this year,” said the Minister
responsible for Government Administration. The reduction in number of full-
time equivalent (FTE) positions in 2004-2005 amounts to 1,400 compared to a
target of 926. The goal for the coming year is 1,109 FTEs.

The Minister pointed out that the process of making government smaller is
based on better workforce planning in the public service. Also, substantial
efforts have been made to facilitate the transfer of expertise and knowledge.
Government departments and agencies have been asked to develop plans for
that within their respective organizations.
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“We are putting into place the measures required to give the people of Québec
public services adapted to today’s world. The work on modernization is
proceeding with rigour and enthusiasm. We are also ensuring our ability to
meet tomorrow’s challenges by reinvesting in our public infrastructures, which
have seriously felt the effects of chronic under-investment in the past. These
are concrete actions that will enable Québec to meet tomorrow’s challenges,”
said the Chair of the Conseil du trésor.

Once tabled in the National Assembly, the 2005-2006 Expenditure Budget
documents will be available online at the Secrétariat du Conseil du trésor
website under Budget de dépenses [www.tresor.gouv.qc.ca/budget].
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