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2005-2006 Expenditure Budget

A BUDGET IN LINE WITH OUR PRIORITIES

Québec City, Thursday, April 21, 2005 – “While keeping growth in expenditures
under control in 2005-2006, we have managed to provide substantially larger
budgets for the priority sectors of health and education. In so doing, we are
fulfilling our commitment to meeting the needs identified by Québecers,” said
Chair of the Conseil du trésor and Minister responsible for Government
Administration Monique Jérôme-Forget upon tabling the 2005-2006 Expenditure
Budget.

Investing in health and social services
The 2005-2006 budget for the Ministère de la Santé et des Services sociaux
will rise to $826 million, an increase of 4.1%. This raises the total to
$20.9 billion, which represents 43% of all program spending by the
government. Besides covering the rising cost of services, the enhancement of
the Department’s budget continues the health and social services network’s
gradual yet steady return to balanced budgets as initiated last year.

Moreover, over $1.2 billion is allocated for new investments over the next few
years. This new funding will serve mainly for construction and renovation
projects, as well as improvements to the quality of life in hospital-based chronic
care facilities (CHSLDs). Priority is also assigned to improving emergency
rooms and acquiring high-tech equipment, especially for radio-oncology and
cardiology.
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“Considerable catching up is needed. Hence the investments represent nearly
four times the average annual amount spent on new health and social services
facilities from fiscal 1994-1995 to 2002-2003,” said the Minister. In addition to
these amounts, $1.6 billion will be spent over the next few years on the
construction of Montréal’s university hospitals.

Investing in Education
The budget for the Ministère de l’Éducation, du Loisir et du Sport again grows
by 2.7%, or $321 million in 2005-2006. This increase raises the Department’s
budget to $12.2 billion, representing over one quarter of all government
program spending.

The $321-million increase in the budget for the Department also completely
covers the full rise in the cost of services and fulfills the promises made to
students about funding financial aid for education. Part of the extra funding will
also make it possible to pursue initiatives launched in 2004-2005, such as the
homework assistance program and hiring professional staff to work with
handicapped students and those with learning difficulties.

The Government will also allocate a $362-million capital budget for the
construction of new infrastructures and purchase of new equipment over the
next three years. Priority will be given to the acquisition of new technology and
purchase of books.

Investing in Other Sectors
“In addition to reinvesting massively in health and education without cutbacks
in other programs or to public services, we are committed to reinvesting in
other priority areas. The budgets for the family, the elderly and the status of
women, municipal affairs and the regions, culture, transportation, natural
resources and wildlife are therefore all larger,” said the Conseil du trésor Chair.

The budget for the Ministère de la Famille, des Aînés et de la Condition
féminine is 9% higher, mainly to complete the network of 200,000 subsidized
childcare places by March 31, 2006. Affaires municipales et des Régions is
receiving an 8.4% increase, and the Ministère des Transports 9.2% more as
part of the substantial growth in investments into Québec’s road system.
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Once tabled in the National Assembly, the 2005-2006 Expenditure Budget
documents will be available online at the Secrétariat du Conseil du trésor
website under Budget de dépenses [www.tresor.gouv.qc.ca/budget].
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