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2016-2026 Québec Infrastructure Plan 

 
Investments totalling $88.7 billion to support economic 

development in all regions of Québec 

 
 
Québec, March 17, 2016 – Today, in tabling the 2016-2017 Expenditure Budget at the 
National Assembly, Sam Hamad, Minister responsible for Government Administration and 
Ongoing Program Review and Chair of the Conseil du trésor, presented the new 2016-2026 
Québec Infrastructure Plan (QIP). The Plan provides for investments of $88.7 billion over 
10 years, including $9.6 billion for 2016-2017. 
 
“The 2016-2026 Québec Infrastructure Plan provides for $300 million more than the 
previous plan. In recent years, a considerable amount of catching up was done to improve 
the quality of our infrastructures, which, for the most part, were built 50 or 60 years ago. 
We still have work to do, not only to renovate these infrastructures, but also to support new 
projects. These projects, which are underway in all regions of Québec, create tens of 
thousands of jobs annually,” said Minister Hamad. 
 
Significant developments in school and sports infrastructures 
 
Investments totalling $1.2 billion will help improve the condition of teaching equipment, 
mainly at the primary and secondary levels, and give young Quebecers new sports and 
recreation facilities. 
 
The 2016-2026 QIP calls for an additional investment of $700 million, with $650 million over 
three years to ensure students have access to healthy and safe environments that are 
conducive to their development. Of this amount, $500 million will go to maintaining and 
restoring school buildings, $100 million to improving buildings’ energy efficiency, and 
$50 million to repairing and building gymnasiums. 
 
In addition to these investments, the Sports and Physical Activity Development Fund will 
receive new funding of $50 million. This major contribution will enable the construction, 
renovation, development and upgrading of sports and recreational facilities such as soccer 
and baseball fields, pools and other infrastructures throughout Québec. 
 
Beyond these new amounts, $500 million remains from the 2015-2025 QIP and will stay 
available over the next two years for the addition of classrooms in primary schools. 
 
$420 million for CEGEPs and universities 
 
The Government will also invest an additional $166 million in college and university 
infrastructures, to address the changing needs in support for education, the integration of 
new technologies, building repair and transformation, and equipment renewal.  
 

 

 



Furthermore, for the first time, the 2016-2026 Québec Infrastructure Plan includes the 
annual investment of $25.4 million to renew university research facilities. The total 
investment over 10 years is $254 million. 
 
“The public expect its taxes to be invested responsibly. Our infrastructure investment plan 
is consistent with the importance our government places on education. Giving young 
Quebecers a stimulating environment contributes to their success,” said the Minister. 
 
Major investments in the Tourism Strategy 
 
Tourism is important for the economic development of all regions of Québec. Competition 
is stiff, and tourism businesses must set themselves apart with unique, quality products if 
they want to attract visitors. 
 
Over the next four years, an additional amount of $60 million will be allocated to the Société 
des établissements de plein air du Québec (Sépaq), so it may develop and improve its 
services. Sépaq’s outdoor network offers tourists a one-of-a-kind experience, in all regions 
of Québec. 
 
In addition to this $60-million investment, another $40 million will be allocated to artistic, 
cultural and sports infrastructures, which have a direct impact on tourism. 
 
The Government is adding another $50 million to develop the Route verte, thus supporting 
the work already underway to give Québec a safe and high-performing cycling network that 
covers its entire territory. 
 
Infrastructures in line with the Government’s key strategies 
 
The 2016-2026 QIP also includes major investments to implement key government 
strategies such as the Plan Nord, the Maritime Strategy and the Transportation 
Electrification Action Plan. Not only will these sound investments stimulate the economy, 
but they will also promote scientific research and the development of maritime expertise as 
well as strengthen the Government’s transportation electrification initiatives, advancing a 
green economy that creates quality jobs for Québec. 
 
Major investments in social housing and local roadways 
 
An additional amount of $106.5 million is planned over two years starting in 2020-2021 for 
the construction of 1,500 new social housing units. This initiative, which is part of the 
AccèsLogis program run by the Société d’habitation du Québec, will make decent and 
affordable housing more accessible to many less fortunate families and at-risk groups. By 
2026, $2 billion will have been invested in social and community housing.  
 
As set out in the partnership agreement with the municipalities, the Government is 
implementing the local road network rehabilitation program. The 2016-2026 QIP therefore 
includes a $200-million investment for the next four years, which will be allocated to local 
roadways across Québec. The program has a dual purpose: to help municipalities with local 
road network improvements on the one hand, and to support projects to improve the road 
networks in municipalities with less than 100,000 inhabitants and regional county 
municipalities on the other. 
 
“Attuned to the needs of municipalities, the Government will support $2.4 billion in new 
infrastructure initiatives, to the benefit of all Québec regions,” emphasized the Chair of the 
Conseil du trésor. 
 
 



Exemplary transparency and better cost control 
 
In addition to including the list of all projects of $50 million and over in the 2016-2026 QIP, 
the Government is presenting the 2016-2017 Annual Management Plans for Public 
Infrastructure Investments, which paint an overall and continuing picture of the 
infrastructures for each Minister’s portfolio. Citizens and parliamentarians can therefore 
easily keep track of how the physical condition and asset maintenance deficit of Québec’s 
public infrastructures are evolving. 
 
“For two years now, thanks to stronger governance rules in the areas of project 
management, authorization and monitoring, we have been able to affirm that the vast 
majority of projects are now on time and on budget, which is excellent news for Québec 
taxpayers. Optimal investment management will make it possible for us to protect our future 
ability to finance our infrastructures and guarantee quality services to the public,” concluded 
Minister Hamad. 
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